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a coup d'etat and the appeal to the Reichswehr to prevent it. To
such an appeal the Reichswehr could not remain deaf now and
he believed that the one result of the civil war which, if things
went far enough, their intervention would involve, would be to
make things easier for that ultimate Communist rising, still to
him an ever-present possibility so utterly appalling that the mere
mention of it rendered him, as it rendered so many others, in-
capable of coherent thought.
Hitler's private army was not the only Richmond in the field.
There was the Reichsbanner, the association for the defence of
the Republic, with its growing fighting section; there was the
Stahlhelm; there were Communist Red Guards; there were half
a score of other associations and organizations—none perhaps,
at the moment, very formidable, yet, if one had the military
imagination, the parties seemed like phantoms and these the only
realities. If they were all let loose the Thirty Years War would
rank as a minor catastrophe. In cool moments of professional
judgment, he knew that militarily these formations were about
as valueless as they were politically, and that they had not a real
leader among them, but like most of his contemporaries he had
had visions of what such formations could do in Ireland, in
Russia, in the East, and he could not but remember that the
gallant lads of Langemarck had had far less training than the
great majority of the present "amateurs." The more he studied
his pictures of a possible future the more their unpleasant features
obtruded themselves.
Long ago he had joined the "political circles," but out of these
and from his many party political acquaintances he had created
a little and rather more intimate circle—Bruening, ex machine
gun officer and since 1929 leader of the Centrum in parliament,
Hugenberg's bete noire the ex-naval officer Treviranus, and others,
men of his own age—he was forty-seven—of the war generation
and nearly all survivors of 1918, For weeks now, that little circle
had been discussing the situation with ever-increasing gloom.
They saw the real issue was not the Young plan nor disarmament
nor Hitler, but the economic crisis that was approaching, a crisis
which might end if things went on as they were going with the

